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Longtime councilor Mineo passes away 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - For 20 years, if 
you were looking for a city coun- 
cilor who was dedicated to com- 
munity, looked for what was best 
for the town, and returned your 
phone calls and always wanted to 
hear your concerns, Joseph Mineo 
was the councilor you called. 

For 20 years, 10 two-years 
terms, Mineo served on the Aga- 
wam City Council faithful. He was 
constantly in attendance, present 
at meetings, and was not passive 


ifhe had an opinion on 
something. 

Mineo, 62, passed 
away from lung cancer 
last Friday afternoon. 

There was nothing 
more enjoyable for his 
son Carmino, than get- 
ting to see his father at 
work every other Mon- 
day night. 

“When I was a kid, 
I always just wanted 
to be with him,’ said 
Carmino Mineo. “But 
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if I couldnt, then I was 





Longtime Agawam City 
Councilor Joseph Mineo 
passed away last week 
at the age of 62. FILE 


able to watch him on 
TV during his meet- 
ings. That was the 
coolest thing, watch- 
ing your dad on TV’ 
The apple did not 
fall far from the tree as 
Carmino followed in 
his father’s footsteps 
and won a seat on the 
Agawam School Com- 
mittee in 2014. Joseph 
Mineo was very proud 
of that moment, mak- 
ing sure to request his 
photo be taken with 


his son following their first swear- 
ing-in ceremony together. 

Carmino said the passing of 
his father has been hard for him 
and his family. He said cancer cut 
his dad's life short, and they had 
more time to spend together. 

“Just last year I was out golfing 
with him, said Carmino Mineo. 
“And now, it’s just so hard with 
him gone.’ 

Carmino said his father loved 
the town, and loved serving the 
town. When he retired from the 
council in 2019, Carmino recalled 
his father’s retirement speech. 


“He said one of his regrets was 
not spending enough time with 
his family, said Carmino Mineo. 
“But we always fully supported 
him. We saw him on TV, and we 
know he loved what he did. We 
loved spending time with him out 
holding signs for him, or for other 
candidates he was supporting.’ 

Mineo had many friends on 
the committee, including Antho- 
ny Suffriti, who was voted onto 
the council six years ago. 

“Joe was like a dad to me, said 
Suffriti. “He took me under his 
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Parents raise concerns over 
further distance learning 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The final meeting 
of the Agawam School Committee 
was held on June 23. In the public 
comment portion of the meeting, 
concerns over distance learning 
were raised by residents. 

One mother wrote into the 
school committee to talk about 
her daughter's struggles. She 
said one of her children was a 
fifth grader at Roberta Doering 
School. 

“During the pandemic, the 
parent wrote. “She struggled to 
complete her work. I had to be on 
top of her to complete her assign- 
ments. She withdrew from her 
friends and family. I saw my hap- 
py-go-lucky 11-year-old become 
sad and depressed.’ 

She shared that her and her 
husband were both essential 
employees working through the 
pandemic. She pleaded with the 
committee that her children need 
to be in school with their peers 
and friends. 

“They need some normal back 
in their lives, the parent said. 

She referenced the fact chil- 
dren are commonly considered 
low-risk to catch or be adversely 
affected by COVID-19, and be- 
lieves their suffering should stop. 

She advocated for the return of 
schooling to be a parent's choice. 
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New Installations 




















She said parents who feel safe re- 
turning their children to school 
should be allowed to do so, and 
parents who do not feel safe 
should be allowed to keep their 
children at home. 

“Tam just one of many parents 
who feel this way, said the parent. 
“What is right for Boston is not 
right for our children.’ 

A second parent, Michael Per- 
ry, called distance learning “inef- 
fective. 

“I think this (distance learn- 
ing) is completely ineffective as 
a means to educate our children, 
said Perry. He stated the onus is 
placed on parents to do the job 
of highly qualified and effective 
teachers at schools. 

“It is clear we need a better 
solution, said Perry. “I believe our 
children need to be learning in a 
proper educational environment 
under the skilled care of our pro- 
fessional educators.’ 

He said a private group of 
more than 507 including parents 
and educators who agree a return 
to school is needed. 

Perry acknowledged that Aga- 
wam may be restricted in being 
able to act on the wishes of these 
parents. 

It is unclear in early July ex- 
actly what school will or will not 
look like in the fall. Two sets of 
guidance have been published in 
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Scouts schedule next bottle drive 


Troop 82 of Agawam will be 
conducting a bottle & can drive 
Saturday, July 18 from 9 a.m. to 
12 noon at the Agawam Con- 
eregational Church, 745 Main 
St., Agawam. After being forced 
to cancel their annual pancake 
breakfast this spring, the Troop 
has turned to a bottle & can 


for your home 
or office? 





drive to be their major fundrais- 
er this year. Funds raised will be 
used for troop activities, train- 
ing, and gear. 

Founded in 1960, Troop 82 
is Agawams longest running 
Boy Scout troop. Troop 82 has 
a year-round program and ac- 
cepts new members at any time. 


Looking for 
an AC solution 





Let us design a system 
that works for your 
environment. 


SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Scouts will follow current 
safety guidelines and can re- 
move donations from your ve- 
hicle. They are also offering no 
contact pick up of donations 
before July 18 if desired. Please 
email troop82agawam@gmail. 
com to make arrangements. 
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ARREST 
LOG 


The Agawam Police 
Department responded 
to 509 calls for service 
from June 29 to July 5 
and recorded the fol- 
lowing arrests. No ar- 
rests in the public log 
have been omitted. All 


suspects are innocent 
until proven guilty. 


Friday, June 3 

David Russell John- 
son, 61, of 19 Rest Way, 
Springfield, was _ar- 
rested at 1:11 a.m. for 
marked lanes violation, 
operating under the in- 
fluence of liquor, negli- 
gent operation of a mo- 
tor vehicle, possession 
of an open container, 
and unlicensed opera- 
tion of a motor vehicle. 


Sunday, June 5 

Joshua Ridan Lesser, 
19, of 16 Faymore Dr., 
Agawam, was arrested 
at 12:59 p.m. for neg- 
ligent operation of a 
motor vehicle, failure 
to stop for police, and 
resisting arrest. 
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PVPC receives grant for 
age-friendly initiative 


SPRINGFIELD - To help en- 
gage and advance healthy aging 
throughout the region, the Pio- 
neer Valley Planning Commission 
recently received a $195,000 grant 
from the Tufts Health Plan Foun- 
dation. 

The three-year grant will be 
used to convene a Pioneer Valley 
Age Friendly Collaborative to engag 
member communities in planning 
for an aging population. 

“We have an opportunity to 
think differently about how our 
systems are addressing commu- 
nity needs, said Nora Moreno 
Cargie, president of Tufts Health 
Plan Foundation and vice presi- 
dent for corporate citizenship at 
Tufts Health Plan. “We are living 
in unprecedented times. We need 
to learn from this experience and 
think about how we can change the 
conditions that hold problems in 


place. 

This project, led by the PVPC, 
formalizes an existing effort around 
age-friendly planning in the region. 
PVPC will partner with municipal 
planning departments, councils on 
aging, health care and service pro- 
viders, community organizations, 
universities and residents to cre- 
ate municipal Age Friendly action 
plans that reflect priorities of the 
regions current and future older 
adults. 

“We are excited to expand 
planning for healthy aging to mu- 
nicipalities throughout the PVPC 
region, commented Becky Basch, 
senior planner with the PVPC. “And 
by bringing together all of the cities 
and towns that are planning for an 
aging population, we will create 
a valuable space for sharing ideas 
and best practices at the local and 
regional levels.’ 


Registration underway for 
annual Jimmy Fund Walk 


BOSTON - Registration is 
now open for the 2020 Boston 
Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk: 
Your Way presented by Hyund- 
ai. This year, the walk will have 
a different look as it transforms 
into a virtual event in an effort 
to ensure the safety of everyone 
in the community. 

Participants will be encour- 
aged to “Walk Your Way” from 
wherever they are most com- 
fortable — whether that be from 
their neighborhood, favorite 
trail, or from a treadmill in their 
own home on Sunday, Oct. 4. 

While the event will not 
physically bring walkers to- 
gether along the famed Boston 
Marathon course, it will contin- 
ue to unite the community to 
raise funds to support all forms 
of adult and pediatric patient 
care and cancer research at Da- 


ia) " 
cal 


na-Farber Cancer Institute. The 
Jimmy Fund Walk has raised 
more than $145 million for Da- 
na-Farber Cancer Institute in its 
more than 30-year history. 

This year's event will have a 
lower fundraising requirement 
($100 for adults and $25 for 
those 12-years-old and younger) 
and everyone will pay a $5 reg- 
istration fee. Each walker who 
registers will receive a bib and 
medal, and the first 5,000 walk- 
ers to register will receive a com- 
memorative T-shirt. 

Anyone interested in addi- 
tional information can reference 
the Jimmy Fund Walk: Your Way 
frequently asked questions or 
can send an email to Jimmy- 
FundWalk@DFCI.Harvard.edu. 

To register or to support a 
walker, visit www.JimmyFund- 
Walk.org or call 866-531-9255. 
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Curbside service currently 
only means to access library 


AGAWAM - ‘The Agawam 
Library is not yet open to the 
public, but we can bring books 
and movies out to your car. 
Do you know what you want? Vis- 
it www.agawamlibrary.org to login 
to your library record and request 
items. Only request Agawam items 
that are on the shelf. Once youve 
placed the holds please call us 
at 413-789-1550 to let us know 
that you have placed the holds. 
Do you want help figuring out 
what you want? Call us. You can 
reach us by calling 413-789-1550. 


When your items are _ ready 
someone from the library will 
call you to set up a pick up time. 
The library is located at 750 Coo- 
per Street, Agawam, MA 01001. 
When you arrive at the library call 
413-789-1550 so we know youre 
here. Then open your trunk and 
stay in the vehicle. Library staff 
will bring your items out and put 
them in the trunk. 

As always if you have any ques- 
tions please call 413-789-1550 & 
we ll help you out. 


Hampden County Sheriff Nick Cocchi 
postpones 2020 summer cookout 


Due to the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, Hampden County Sheriff Nick 
Cocchi has postponed this year's 
summer cookout. 

The cookout typically draws 
people from across the Common- 
wealth and although Massachu- 
setts has seen significant success 
in flattening the curve, the sheriff 
doesn't want to take any chances 
when it comes to health and safety. 

“We considered several possi- 
bilities for social distancing, but 
it just made sense to cancel this 
years event, said Sheriff Cocchi. 
“We don't know where things will 
stand with the pandemic come 
August and the last thing we want 
to do is help facilitate anyone get- 
ting sick. 

Sheriff Cocchis team is work- 


ing on planning a similar event to 
take place outdoors in October, 
assuming it is safe to hold such an 
event at that time. Details on that 
gathering, if it proceeds, will be 
forthcoming as the fall approach- 
es. 

“As much as we are ready for 
this to be over, we have to remain 
cautious to keep everybody safe 
and healthy, Sheriff Cocchi said. 
“We are hopeful about putting 
something together for the fall, but 
regardless, we are already looking 
forward to next years summer 
cookout. It’s always nice to see the 
people we serve alongside our law 
enforcement community and our 
legislators, and we will get togeth- 
er when it’s safe to do so.’ 


Introductory fishing classes available online 


Those interested in learning to 
fish may now do so in the comfort 
of their own homes by utilizing 
their home computer. The Massa- 
chusetts Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife is now offering free, online 
introductory fishing classes de- 
signed to teach the basics to folks 
of all ages. 

Topics include gear required 
to take the first cast, where to find 
fishing spots, fish identification 
and anatomy, as well as the basic 
rules and regulations for fishing 


the inland waters of the common- 
wealth. 

Classes are available, Mon- 
day, July 13; Tuesday, July 21 and 
Wednesday, July 29. All classes will 
take place from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Registration is required as 
space is limited to 50 people per 
class. Upon registration, partici- 
pants will receive a link to join the 
virtual classroom. 

For more information or to 
register, visit mass.gov/service-de- 
tails/angler-education-calendar. 
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Robotic technologies maintain food supply chain during pandemic 


AGAWAM - The COVID-19 pandem- 
ic has disrupted virtually every aspect of 
modern life and every global industry. As 
the virus spreads among many workers, 
forcing them to quarantine, and as social 
distancing guidelines keep others at home, 
the pace and consistency of work has suf- 
fered. 

This is apparent in the food processing 
and distribution industry, which has seen 
outbreaks of the virus among its workers, 
as well as breakdowns in the distribution 
system, endangering the supply chain. Belt 
Technologies, Inc. designs and manufac- 
tures solid stainless steel belts and convey- 
or systems that help robotic technologies 
perform in the grocery and warehouse sec- 
tors reliably and efficiently. 

“Warehouse and grocery sector robot- 


ics, powered by steel belt technologies, 
keep industries and supply chains running 
during this extended period of crisis, said 
Mike Loomer, Business Development Man- 
ager for the Americas. “Common tasks of 
robots include lifting, moving and sorting, 
allowing for increased production rates 
and 40 percent efficiencies over other 
warehouse designs.’ 

Since robots require neither social dis- 
tancing nor sick time, they can continue to 
operate during times of crisis, such as the 
coronavirus pandemic, when human work- 
ers are at risk. Robots running on steel belt 
technologies can lift heavy grocery and 
warehouse totes. ‘They can deploy multiple 
synchronized belts with tight tolerances, 
increasing the robot's lifespan and allow- 
ing for repeatability across mass batches of 





Regional Planning Commission 
receives $195,000 grant 


Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 
was awarded a three-year grant for $195,000 
from Tufts Health Plan Foundation. 

The funds will be used to convene a Pio- 
neer Valley Age Friendly Collaborative that 
will engage member communities in plan- 
ning for an aging population. This is one of 
13 new community investments totaling 
$1.7 million that reflect the Foundation’s 
support of collaborative community efforts 
and systems change to advance healthy ag- 
ing. 

“We have an opportunity to think differ- 
ently about how our systems are address- 
ing community needs, said Nora More- 
no Cargie, president of Tufts Health Plan 
Foundation and vice president for corpo- 
rate citizenship at Tufts Health Plan. “We 
are living in unprecedented times. We need 
to learn from this experience and think 
about how we can change the conditions 
that hold problems in place’ 

This project, led by the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission (PVPC), formalizes 
an existing effort around age-friendly plan- 
ning in the region. PVPC will partner with 
municipal planning departments, councils 
on aging, health care and service providers, 
community organizations, universities and 
residents to create municipal Age Friendly 


action plans that reflect priorities of the re- 
gions current and future older adults. 

“We are excited to expand planning for 
healthy aging to municipalities through- 
out the PVPC region, commented Becky 
Basch, Senior Planner with the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission. “And by 
bringing together all of the cities and towns 
that are planning for an aging population, 
we will create a valuable space for sharing 
ideas and best practices at the local and re- 
gional levels.’ 

About Tufts Health Plan Foundation 

Established in 2008, Tufts Health Plan 
Foundation supports the health and well- 
ness of the diverse communities we serve. 
The Foundation has given more than $40 
million to Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
and Rhode Island nonprofits that promote 
healthy living with an emphasis on older 
adults. The Foundation began funding in 
New Hampshire in 2016 and in Connecticut 
in 2019. The Tufts Health Plan Foundation 
funds programs that move communities 
toward implementing age-friendly poli- 
cies and practices that are relevant, focus 
on older adults and include them in com- 
munity solutions. Visit www.tuftshealth- 
planfoundation.org or follow us on Twitter, 
Facebook, and YouTube. 





Tourism councils launch statewide billboard campaign 


BOSTON - Beginning this month, com- 
muters throughout the commonwealth will 
see ‘postcards of love” from the state's tour- 
ism destination. For the next three months, 
digital billboards and MBTA stations will 
display “With Love From” messages from 
the tourism regions of Massachusetts. 

The billboard campaign is part of an 
initiative developed by the state’s Regional 
Tourism Councils, including the Greater 
Springfield Convention and Visitors Bu- 
reau, to help restart the industry as the 
state reopens and to remind folks they can 
be a tourist from home. 

“At the same moment Gov. [Charlie] 
Baker declared a state of emergency on 
March 10, the 16 Regional Tourism Coun- 
cil directors were meeting in Boston, said 
Ann Marie Casey, co-chair of MA RTCs. 
“It was immediately evident to us that the 
damage to the tourism industry was going 
to be historic and we needed to plan for the 
day we could reopen.’ 

A marketing subcommittee of the coun- 
cils quickly convened, reviewed the emerg- 
ing research, committed funding and pro- 
duced the “With Love From” theme with 
a new SpiritofMa.com landing page. The 
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billboards will lead to a landing page where 
visitors may choose a region of interest and 
click through to destination websites for 
regional updates and travel information. 

“During these challenging times, we ap- 
plaud this unified effort to market the com- 
monwealth as an ideal place to vacation 
when the time is right, said Keiko Orrall, 
executive director of the Massachusetts Of- 
fice of Travel and Tourism. 

Recent traveler sentiment surveys sug- 
gest that folks will travel close to home 
and will look for accommodations, dining 
and activities outdoors that are attesting 
to safety guidelines. Travel and tourism 
is one of Massachusetts key industries, 
accounting for nearly $24.2 billion in di- 
rect spending in 2018 and generating $1.6 
billion in state and local taxes. The “With 
Love From” campaign reminds Massachu- 
setts residents that the travel industry is 
open and safely caring for guests, and that 
its family and neighbors who work in the 
tourism industry are looking forward to go- 
ing back to work. 

To see images of the billboards and 
landing page, visit SpiritofMa.com. 
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production. 

The high tensile strength of steel belts 
makes them exceptionally resilient, and 
helps prevent jams in robotic automation. 
Steel belts also do not stretch or elongate, 
and can withstand extreme environments 
such as high or low temperatures and vac- 
uums. They reliably perform tasks that de- 
mand rapid acceleration, precise position- 
ing and repetition. They are also sanitary 
and easy to clean, making them ideal for 
use in the warehouse and grocery sectors, 
where hygiene is a critical issue, especially 
in today’s climate. 

“Robotics, using our steel belt technol- 
ogy, can increase food supply security and 
strengthen the resilience of the food chain,’ 
said Loomer. “This keeps supermarket 
shelves well-stocked and allows for time- 


ly home deliveries for customers who are 
wary of visiting stores during the pandem- 
ic. 

In addition to the grocery and ware- 
house industries, robotic technologies are 
prevalent in silicon wafer manufacturing 
for the semiconductor industry. This equip- 
ment also depends predominantly on stain- 
less steel drive tapes for similar reasons, in 
addition to their ability to avoid generating 
particulate matter and outgassing. 

Belt Technologies’ sophisticated engi- 
neering, advanced manufacturing process- 
es, and unlimited custom designs can suit 
any application. For more information, vis- 
it belttechnologies.com. 


Baker-Polito Administration 
announces $20 million in rental 
and mortgage assistance 


BOSTON - On June 30th, the Bak- 
er-Polito Administration announced 
a new $20 million, statewide fund to 
assist low-income households facing 
difficulty making rent and mortgage 
payments. The Emergency Rental and 
Mortgage Assistance (ERMA) pro- 
gram will provide direct funding to 
eligible households who have suffered 
financial hardship during the State of 
Emergency put in place to combat the 
spread of COVID-19. 

ERMA will expand eligibility for 
rental and mortgage assistance to 
more low-income households who 
have been impacted by the crisis by 
adjusting the income threshold be- 
yond the state's traditional Residential 
Assistance for Families in Transition 
(RAFT) program. This includes house- 
holds within the 50-80% range of Area 
Median Income (AMI). Like the RAFT 
program, ERMA will provide up to 
$4,000 for eligible households to pay 
rent or mortgage payments in arrears 
going back to payments due April 1, 
2020. Beginning July 1, applicants can 
reach out to the eleven agencies that 
administer RAFT on the state's behalf, 
this includes the nine Housing Con- 
sumer Education Centers, as well as 
LHAND and the Central Massachu- 
setts Housing Alliance. 

Funding for the new program 
includes $10 million from the sup- 
plemental CDBG Coronavirus (CD- 
BG-CV) fund, part of the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 
(CARES Act), in addition to other fed- 
eral resources. This new funding will 
serve twice as many households as the 
traditional RAFT program by greatly 
expanding eligibility to families who 
would otherwise not qualify for RAFT. 
This new emergency program builds 
on the Administrations work to sta- 
bilize families during this uncertain 
time. In March, Governor Baker an- 


Visit us at 


WWW. 


turley 


com 


nounced a $5 million expansion of 
RAFT. 

Since the beginning of the State of 
Emergency, the Administration has 
supported housing stability for house- 
holds across the Commonwealth. The 
Department of Housing and Commu- 
nity Development (DHCD) has draft- 
ed emergency regulations to protect 
tenants under the eviction and fore- 
closure moratorium, supported our 
state-aided public housing and afford- 
able housing operators with guidance, 
and worked with stakeholders across 
the state to coordinate resources. Ad- 
ditional resources and information 
can be found on the department's 
COVID-19 Resource Page. 

DHCD has received more than $160 
million in federal funding through the 
CARES Act, including more than $20 
million which has been distributed to 
Community Action Agencies for an- 
ti-poverty work, and is preparing to 
allocate additional funding for shelter 
providers and municipalities. DHCD 
is also working with CHAPA and Mass 
Housing Partnership to track local 
emergency rental assistance programs 
and other resources available to those 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Last week, the Baker-Polito Ad- 
ministration unveiled a COVID-19 
economic recovery package to re- 
spond to challenges brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The $275 million 
package, designed to promote equity 
across the Commonwealth, proposes 
$40 million for neighborhood stabili- 
zation to bring safe, affordable hous- 
ing units back on the market, $10 mil- 
lion for sustainable, climate resilient 
affordable housing, and includes the 
language of An Act to Promote Hous- 
ing Choices, the Administrations bill 
to advance new housing production 
in Massachusetts by reforming zoning 
laws. 
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Opinion 
GUEST COLUMN 


Was it 
something 
| said? 


ore often 
than not, 
normal 


conversations are 
back-and-forth 





discussions. The 
dialogue is often 
productive and | | 
meaningful. In JOAN E. B. 
lonely contrast, a COOMBS 


monologue is usu- 
ally described as a 
single statement 
spoken by one person. 

Apparently spoken words can actu- 
ally enhance different situations and 
there's no two ways about it. 

Perhaps youve heard the expression, 
“A one way conversation is for the birds.’ 
True. It’s hard to listen for an answer 
when talking to birds, or talking to your- 
self. Yet, I must admit, that the only bird 
that I've heard talk was in my earliest 
years on Planet Earth. The wordy birdy 
was Pete, our blue and yellow parakeet. 
And, the extent of his repeated vocabu- 
lary was “pretty boy. 

However, in our cozy, little corner 
of the world, the conversations are still 
continuing about and with our homes 
entrance-light-nested, parenting barn 
swallows. Their lifestyles are domestical- 
ly and aeronautically impressive. During 
the day they swoop and scoop for insects 
from God's nourishing ground. At night 
they settle over newly-hatched nestlings 
for a summer time snooze. 

The stop and chat conversations, 
from Barn Swallow parents to persons, 
is still ongoing! So, whenever we go out- 
side to the car, there's a protocol. 

Tap. Tap.We rap on our inside door 
before leaving to warn them, so that the 
little nestlings arent startled. Then the 
parents dart from their nest. As we walk 
toward the car, they soar in overhead 
flight patterns, performing and showing 
off their soaring skills with wide-spread 
wings they flaunt their forked tails. Af- 
ter zooming in for a touchdown land- 
ing on our white- globe lawn lantern, 
they perch only feet from us, looking in 
our direction, they wait with un-baited 
breath for our greetings. 

“WELL, HELLO! How's your day go- 
ing?” 

Each barn swallow stands on spindle 
legs, with titled heads — as if attentive to 
our cheerful, soft- spoken words. As our 
conversation ensues, they reply by fluff- 
ing their feathers. When our bird-to-hu- 
man dialogue is over, after getting into 
our car and looking back — they are still 
there watching our every move. 

Also, other home-turf conversations 
are said to be beneficial. In fact, since the 
mid 1800s there's a theory that talking to 
plants is one of the ways to help them 
srow. (Now that’s a down-to-earth 
monologue for sure. Yes. I've certainly 
had words with outdoor plants, mainly 
asking, “Please grow enough to crowd 
out the weeds.’ ) 

Other times I've conversed well by 
whispering sweet somethings to my in- 
door plants. “Goodness! You look a little 
dry today!” So, I gushed water over them. 
(Although I talked often to my house 
plants, it remains a mystery why most of 
them went to “plant heaven.) 

Whether it’s those earlier talks to 
plants — or if it’s these recent chats with 
barn swallows, (even if one-way conver- 
sations) — do you suppose it was be- 
cause of something that was said? 
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Letters to the Editor 


Grateful to EBs for fundraising 


Dear Editor: 

The GFWC Agawam Junior 
Womens Club would like to 
extend our gratitude to EBs 
Restaurant for their continued 
support by sponsoring our club 
in their “Give Back Monday” pro- 
gram on June 29, 2020. EB’s gen- 
erously donates 10% of all food 
sales on a designated Monday, 
to a community service organi- 


zation. 

The GFWC Agawam Junior 
Womens Club is a member of 
the General Federation of Wom- 
ens Clubs. Our objective is to 
enrich the quality of life in our 
community through a variety of 
educational, social, and cultural 
programs. Proceeds from “Give 
Back Monday” will allow us to 
continue programs such as Bin- 


Stone presentation a success 


Dear Editor 

The GFWC Agawam Junior 
Womens Club was proud to have 
presented Judith Black as Lucy 
Stone on June 26. The upcoming 
100th anniversary of the adop- 
tion of the 19th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution, ratified in 
1920, prohibiting the federal and 
state governments from denying 
citizens the right to vote on the 
basis of sex is an exciting time to 
present such a program. 

A contemporary of Susan B 


Anthony and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Lucy Stone, the best 
known female orator of her era 
addressed the issues of Woman's 
Rights and Abolition. 

Many thanks to Les Tingley, 
Agawam Media Manager and 
Judith Black for their behind 
the scenes work to make this 
program happen. We certainly 
would have liked to present the 
program in person to the public, 
but with current Covid-19 state 
and town restrictions we were 














go for Books, Holiday Baskets, 
Town Wide Spelling Bee, Schol- 
arships, and First Time Bus Rid- 
ers, to name a few. 


Many thanks, 

Susan L Godfrey, Ways and 
Means, GFWC Agawam Junior 
Women’s Club 


happy to offer an alternative way 
to bring this to the public via 
streaming on Agawam Media. 

Sincere thanks to the Aga- 
wam Cultural Council and West- 
field Bank (including Mary Ann 
Ludtke Agawam Branch Manag- 
er) and for their support of this 
program. 


Donna Shibley 
Co-President, GFWC Aga- 
wam Junior Women’s Club 





Local rental assistance program needed 


Dear Editor: 

Only 13 people from Agawam 
applied to Wayfinders for RAFT 
rental or mortgage assistance 
during COVID thru June 24, 
2020. This is of great concern be- 
cause arecent Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council study found 
that 494 Agawam households 
need assistance in an estimated 
amount of $432,383.  (https:// 
www.mapc.org/planning101/ 
up date-the-covid-19-layoff- 
housing-gap/). 

It may be that people are not 
aware of the help that is avail- 
able, think they would not be eli- 
gible, or have never needed help 
before and are unsure how to 
proceed. But these Agawam 
residents are in danger of losing 
their homes when the moratori- 
um on evictions and foreclosures 
ends August 18, 2020 if they do 
not get assistance. The Cares 
Act unemployment supplement, 
which has been claimed by 1891 
Agawam residents, expires July 
30th, so cannot help. 

RAFT, a longstanding state 
homelessness prevention pro- 


gram, assists households with 
incomes up to 50% of the Area 
Median Income. The newly cre- 
ated ERMA (Emergency Rental 
and Mortgage Assistance) pro- 
gram provides assistance to 
households with incomes up to 
80% of the Area Median Income. 
Both programs look at current 
income, which for many in the 
lock-down is unemployment or 
nothing. Wayfinders encourages 
those unable to pay their rent or 
mortgage because of COVID-19, 
to apply for assistance at www. 
wayfindersma.org or by calling 
413-233-1500. For those who are 
not eligible for RAFT or ERMA, 
Wayfinders can provide assis- 
tance to determine what other 
help may be available. Wayfind- 
ers has been swamped with ap- 
plications and has asked for pa- 
tience from applicants as it may 
take from 3 to 5 business days to 
reply. They also encourage any- 
one who has applied, but not 
heard back, to call again. 

20,000 evictions in Massachu- 
setts are predicted by the Hous- 
ing Court system and landlord 


advocates when the moratori- 
um ends. As it stands, there will 
not be sufficient funds to help 
all, and smaller landlords in par- 
ticular who have not been paid 
need money as soon as possi- 
ble. A growing number of com- 
munities in Massachusetts are 
creating local rental assistance 
programs through CPA funds 
or Housing Trusts. Agawam 
does not have a Housing Trust 
but does have money in CPA 
funds specifically designated for 
housing which can be used for 
emergency rental assistance, as 
can money in the larger unre- 
served fund balance. CPA can 
help households with incomes 
up to 80% of the Area Median In- 
come. It is in the best interest 
of the town to immediately put 
in place a local rental assistance 
program for Agawam _ people 
who need help, so they can safely 
stay in their homes. 


Sincerely, 
Corinne M. Wingard 
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Residents graduate from WNEU 


SPRINGFIELD -— Western New England Uni- 
versity congratulates over 950 students who re- 
ceived their academic degrees in May 2020. 

The following students earned their degrees: 

Tara Negrucci of Agawam, MA, graduated 
cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts. 

Max Vorobey of Feeding Hills, MA, graduat- 
ed cum laude with a Bachelor of Science. 

Daniella Bessarabova of Agawam, MA, grad- 
uated cum laude with a Juris Doctor. 

Alec Ardolino of Agawam, MA, graduated 
summa cum laude with a Bachelor of Science. 

Taylor Budreau of Agawam, MA, graduated 
summa cum laude with a BS Business Admin- 
istration. 

Christopher Martin of Agawam, MA, gradu- 
ated with a Bachelor of Science. 


COUNCILOR 


wing and really helped. I could always count on 
him. He taught me how to conduct myself and 
how to present things so that I never made my- 
self or the council look bad. He was also a good 
friend. We would spend time together outside 
of the council. The town truly lost a wonderful 
public servant.’ 

Council President Christopher Johnson ex- 
pressed grief for Mineo, saying he care a lot for 
the people of Agawam. 

“I enjoyed working with Joe during his 20 
years of service on the Town Council, said John- 
son. “Joe cared very deeply about Agawam, and 
was a strong advocate for the children and the 
elderly. Above all, Joe was a tremendous family 
man who loved his wife and children, and spoke 
often of how proud he was of all his children 
and how lucky he was to be married to his wife, 
Anna. He will be missed.’ 

In addition to Carmino, Joseph Mineo had a 
daughter Joanna, and son Luca. He was married 
to his wife Anna for 37 years. 

City Council Administrative Assistant Bar- 
bara Bard worked with Mineo for many of his 
years on the council. 

“I have known Joe since I was hired as Coun- 
cil Clerk nearly 15 years ago, Bard said. “He 
was always so kind to me. In recent months as 
he was battling cancer, he would visit me and 
we would talk about life. I will always treasure 
these talks.’ 


Marissa Bushey of Feeding Hills, MA, gradu- 
ated with a Bachelor of Science. 

Nebile Cayan of Feeding Hills, MA, graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science. 

Nicole Covill of Feeding Hills, MA, graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science. 

Mario Tedeschi of Feeding Hills, MA, gradu- 
ated with a Bachelor of Science. 

Benjamin King of Feeding Hills, MA, gradu- 
ated with a BS in Engineering. 

Kevin Krupczak of Agawam, MA, graduated 
with a Doctor of Pharmacy. 

Kubra Cayan of Feeding Hills, MA, graduated 
with a Doctor of Pharmacy. 

Kevin Oakes of Agawam, MA, graduated 
with a Juris Doctor. 

Siobhan Murray of Feeding Hills, MA, gradu- 
ated with a Juris Doctor. 


from page 1 


FILE PHOTO 
Former Agawam City Councilor Joseph Mineo poses 
proudly with his son Carmino at the 2014 swearing-in 
ceremony at Roberta Doering School. Mineo was sworn 
in for his eighth term on the council while his son was 
sworn in to the school committee for the first time. 


Mineo participated and chaired several 
sub-committees during his tenure on the coun- 
cil. He also had one term as the council vice 
president. 

Mineos obituary is in this week's edition with 
more details of his life. 
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Coalition changes name to highlight 
advocacy for Soldiers’ Home 


HOLYOKE - A grassroots orga- 
nization that developed earlier this 
month to petition the state for signifi- 
cant capital improvements to the Sol- 
diers Home in Holyoke has rebrand- 
ed its efforts under a new name that 
incorporates their broader effort to 
provide greater advocacy on behalf 
of Veteran residents at the Soldiers 
Home and their family members. 

Formerly known at the Fund Holy- 
oke Soldiers Home Now coalition, the 
group has renamed itself the Holyoke 
Soldiers Home Coalition with a new 
web page that can be found at www. 
holyokesoldiershomecoalition.org. 

Coalition members include vet- 
eran leaders, family members, vet- 
eran services’ representatives and 
concerned citizens, including former 
Soldiers Home Superintendent Paul 
Barabani and former Deputy Super- 
intendent John Paradis. They have 
called on the Baker-Polito administra- 
tion to address significant concerns 
they have with the state's plan to im- 
prove the operations and oversight of 
the Soldiers Home in Holyoke. 

A major focus for the coalition is 
to ensure that they are included in the 
discussion with the state before major 
reforms or construction plans go for- 
ward. 


A key demand of the group is that 
an outreach effort must include a pro- 
cess for the state to receive feedback 
and consensus from family members 
and from the veteran community in 
Western Massachusetts. 

“We, the members of the Coalition 
to Fund the Holyoke Soldiers Home 
Now, demand a voice on all matters 
regarding the future of the Soldiers 
Home in Holyoke, the coalition states. 
“Our voices must be heard. In the af- 
termath of the COVID-19 outbreak 
at the Soldiers Home, the reforms 
outlined will have consequences far 
reaching for Veterans and their fami- 
ly members for years to come and we 
appeal to Governor Baker to include 
our input before moving forward. We, 
as a Commonwealth, must get this 
right if we are to move forward from 
the tragedy that resulted in the deaths 
of 76 Veterans. Their family members 
deserve to be heard, and we as citi- 
zens call on the Governor to hear our 
voices. 

A detailed list of recommenda- 
tions to the state are listed on the or- 
ganizations web page. 

For more information about the 
groups membership, mission and 
vision visit www.HolyokeSoldier- 
sHomeCoalition.org. 





LEARNING 


the last month. The first suggested 
students needed to be at least six feet 
apart and no more than 10 students 
to a classroom. A measure like this 
would press schools for space and 
further strain already lean budgets 
which could be cut further depending 
on state aid numbers. 

Most recent guidance suggested 
students need to be only three feet 
apart, but stated students in sec- 
ond grade and above must wear face 


INC. 


TJ. 
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coverings throughout the school day 
among the guidelines passed down by 
the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education. 

However, as the Commonwealth's 
numbers continue to improve com- 
bined with the spikes throughout 
the rest of the country, the threat of 
stunting progress and fear of a sec- 
ond wave in the state make it unclear 
if guidance will be changed yet again 
between now and August. 
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AGAWAM - Teachers from 
Agawam Junior High School 
joined forces and toured the town 
giving out end-of-school-year 
awards. Three weeks ago, a bus 
carrying the teachers went door- 
to-door greeting students they 
have not been able to see in per- 
son for more than three months. 
Awards went out to dozens of stu- 
dents for various subjects, honor 
roll, and perfect attendance. 


Briella Desautels smiles with her parents, Tad and Nikki after receiving her award 
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Lucy Chivers celebrates her awards as a member of Team Spring- 


Kyleigh Flood shows off her award. field College. Gabe Rua receives a principal’s award. 
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Brianna Manes proudly poses with her parents. Rachel eae was another award winner for eAgaWain Junior High. Vincent Catelotti poses with his family as the flag sicies 
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Reynoldo Nieves makes a server for the Brownies against West Springfield last season. 
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Aidan Chan 
makes a soft 
bump to start 


a play. 


AGAWAM - The Agawam High School boys volleyball pro- 
gram has been one of the most successful and consistent 
programs in the school’s history during the past decade. The 
Brownies are constant playoff contenders and have been in 
the finals of the tournament several times. Agawam also has 
a state championship to its credit in recent years. This year, 
coach Kevin Pender would have had Anthony Krzykowski, Nick 
Lavrenchuck, Reynaldo Nieves , Zach Moccio, Evan Lyne, Aidan 
Chan, Nate Mateus, Ruvim Yukhimets and Tate Mason to lead 
the squad. “This group of seniors was poised to do big things in 
2020, said Pender. “A season we have been building towards for 
four years. The seniors were going to be the foundation of our 
starting lineup and role models to sculpt the next wave of our 
programs growth.’ 
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uns Yukhimets sets up his te teammate, Anthony Kryzkowski, who makes a spike for a point, 








WINCHESTER, NH: This past 
Sunday afternoon (July 5), Mo- 
nadnock hosted the Tri Track 100 
where Craig Lutz came out on top 
for the victory. Other winners in- 
cluded: Nathan Wenzel (Granby, 
Ma), Jaret Curtis (Rutland, Ma), 
Aaron Fellows (Croydon, NH) and 
Ben Byrne (Deerfield, Ma). 

The Mini Stocks kicked off the 
day's racing events with their 25- 
lap event. Nathan Wenzel showed 
the field he was the man to beat 
on this day. Louis Maher III took 
the green to lead the field. Ma- 
her while going into turn one 
pushed up and allowed Wenzel 
to stick his machine on the inside 
of Maher and come out with the 
lead. “We had a fast car today; I 
wasnt sure how we would do to- 
day. Things just worked out for 
us, finished up Wenzel in victory 
lane. Rounding out the top five 


Fellows wins three in a row 








Ben Byrne took the victory in the Modified event. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


were Maher, Shelby Avery, Kevin 
Clayton and Ethan Marsh. The 
win moves Wenzel in the number 
two-point spot (eight points) be- 


hind Gordon Farnum, who leads 
the points battle. Maher and Tim 
LeBlanc took down heat wins. 





Distancing, disinfecting 
paramount for return to gyms 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION - For Western and 
Central Massachusetts, the return 
of recreational and organized 
sports has been long awaited, but 
it is not clear just how much of a 
return to action there will be. 

Phase 3 of the Massachusetts 
re-opening plan has began on 
Monday and the big difference 
between that and Phase 2 was the 
ability to for teams and leagues to 
transition from having practices 
to having actual contests. 

Included in Phase 3 is also the 
ability to have limited crowds for 
youth sports. Adult leagues have 
the ability to also activate, with 
some baseball leagues set to be- 
gin play this week. 


Also for sports enthusiasts, 
gym and fitness centers can also 
open with limited capacity and 
several guidelines. 

Here are some helpful tips for 
you if you are returning to work 
out at your local gym. 

Various equipment in gym 
must be at least 14 feet apart un- 
less there is plexiglass or other 
physical barriers placed between 
the equipment. If that happens, 
the equipment need only be six 
feet apart. Equipment affected in- 
cludes weights, machines, tread- 
mills, and bikes. 

The face covering rule is mod- 
ified slightly. 

If possible, those working out 
should wear a face mask. How- 
ever, if the strenuous activity a 
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Quabbin Valley League 


calls off 2020 season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


EASTHAMPTON - While some leagues 
are looking to start up play in Phase 3, one 
league will not be anymore. 

The Quabbin Valley Over-30 Baseball 
League announced over the weekend that 
despite being scheduled to begin an eight- 
week season on July 12, the league was clos- 
ing for at least the 2020 season. 

The league has historically had six teams 
made up of 14-player rosters. The league 
recently changed its rules to allow players 
who are 28 and over, with the caveat that 
you must over 30 to pitch in the league. 

There is a portion of the leagues play- 
ers that 45 or older, and that had led some 
players to decline to play due to concerns 
over the coronavirus pandemic. Other 
players who opted out of the season for 
various reasons, including having pregnant 
wives, or other personal situations that dic- 
tated they not play this season. 

When those tallies were taken, Quabbin 
League President Eric Castonguay posted 
on the league website that the league was 
set to begin the season with just five of its 
normal six teams. 

“We were going to have five teams and 
just have each team take a bye week, said 
Castonguay. 

The league even began opening regis- 
tration back up and collecting league fees 
before it had to shut it back down. 

Castonguay said two more of the teams 





informed the league four days after regis- 
tration had re-opened that it would not 
have enough players to field teams. Signups 
were not full enough in order to be able to 
backfill the other teams or even make four 
teams, prompting the league to post this 
message to its players and prospective 
players on Sunday morning. 

“Registration for the Quabbin Valley 
Baseball League is closed until the 2021 
Season. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, the 
league has been compelled to cancel the 
2020 season entirely. We would expect and 
hope that the 2021 season would revert to 
our normal format, with at least 6 teams in 
a full season starting at the end of April. As 
to 2020 league fees, unless any players wish 
to have a refund, fees will be credited to 
the 2021 season.’ 

Castonguay said the full year off and 
the various concerns with the coronavirus 
make it hard to predict how things will be 
next year, and he could not comment on 
how the 2021 season will look other than 
to hope the league will return with its full 
complement of teams. 

The league typically played its games in 
Easthampton's Nonotuck Park, with games 
in Agawam, South Hadley, Belchertown, 
and Monson in recent years. The league 
featured a football-style playoff format 
where all six teams were granted playoffs 
games, ‘The first two seeds would receive 
byes with the semifinals featuring 3 vs. 6 
and 4 vs. 5 and the winners heading to play 
the top two seeds the following week. 


Games cancelled through July 26 


REGION - All Bay State Games events 
originally scheduled for May 30 through 
July 26 will be cancelled in consideration 
for the health and well-being of all ath- 
letes, officials, coaches, medical staff, and 
volunteers. The challenges and uncertainty 
that COVID-19 has presented prevent the 
organization from appropriately planning, 
organizing, and producing events in 30 dif- 
ferent sports this year. 

This summer, Bay State Games was 
set to celebrate its 39th annual Summer 
Games. Due to multiple venue cancella- 
tions, the inability to conduct team sport 
tryouts in June, decisions by sport govern- 
ing bodies to suspend competitions, med- 
ical committee concerns, as well as other 
factors, the Summer Games will not be able 
to proceed as scheduled. 

“We are committed to the health and 
well-being of our constituents. It is of the 


utmost importance to keep everyone safe 
during these unprecedented times, says 
Executive Director, Kevin Cummings. 
“While this was a very difficult decision, we 
believe it is appropriate given the unprec- 
edented impact this pandemic has had on 
everyone, as well as our ability to produce 
events this year: 

Bay State Games remains hopeful that 
some events may proceed in the fall if and 
when it is safe to do so. The specific sport 
pages on the Bay State Games website will 
be updated with information as it becomes 
available. All athletes who have registered 
for the 2020 Summer Games will be refund- 
ed for their registration fee. If the sport you 
wish to compete in can be held in the fall of 
2020, it will require a new registration. 

For more information, please visit www. 
baystategames.org. Please direct all questions 
and inquiries to info@baystategames.org. 


PVSSL season still delayed 


REGION - The Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League released a quick update at 
the beginning of the week in conjunction 
with Phase 3. League co-commissioner Di- 
anna Kolodziey said the league is still wait- 
ing for some guidance from the state be- 


fore engaging in actual games. ‘The league 
is hoping to begin as soon as possible once 
it receives that guidance from the state. For 
updates, you can also go to www.pioneer- 
valleysummersoccerleague.com. 





GYM 2s 


participant is doing requires them to take 
the mask off, they must remain 14 feet away 
from others. When wearing a face mask, 
normal six feet social distancing is advised. 

“Circuit training, the use of multiple 
machines, is discouraged and should be 
limited. Customers should be trying to use 
just one piece of equipment at a time. 

For those who are into classes such as 
spinning, yoga, or Zumba, gyms are al- 
lowed to have them, but are still encourag- 
ing classes to be held outdoors whenever 
possible. 

Gyms are only allowed to utilize 40 
percent of its occupancy on record. There 
must be signage and other visual adviso- 
ries letting people know how equipment 
should be accessed. 

Lunch and break times should be stag- 
gered for works to keep too many people 
out of one place. 
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All equipment must be sanitized be- 
tween uses. Customers should not return 
equipment like weights to racks or con- 
tainers without sanitizing it. 

If you are working with a personal train- 
er, that trainer has to maintain social dis- 
tancing and minimize close contact. 

Another big thing gyms must do is allow 
30 minutes between fitness classes to allow 
for thorough cleaning of those spaces. 

Like many other businesses. Ifa gym has 
a worker, customer, or vendor with a posi- 
tive test, the facility should be shut down 
for at least 24 hours for a full cleaning and 
disinfecting. 

Various gyms will have other individ- 
ual rules depending on the space. But the 
basics need to be followed by all in order 
to maintain smooth workouts for partici- 
pants. 
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<a 
WINNER=* 


a | 
Craig Lutz got the win in the Tri-Track 100. 
RACING 1 


The 50-lap NHSTRA Modifieds were 
next. Ben Byrne started on the pole in the 
Byrne Towing #6 machine. As the green 
flag waved to start the event, Byrne shot to 
the lead as was untouchable throughout 
the event, leading wire to wire. Todd Pat- 
node and Brian Robie completed the top 
three. “We were pretty lucky today and we 
had a real fast car. That's just the start for 
us today as we have another hundred laps 
to race later on this afternoon, comment- 
ed Byrne in victory lane. In fact, the trio 
all qualified for the high paying Tri Track 
event later that evening. Trevor Bleau and 
Cameron Houle rounded out the top five. 
Heat wins went to Byrne and JT Cloutier. 
Robie with his third-place finish gives him 
a four-point lead in the points battle. 

Jaret Curtis outlasted the field to take 
down the Street Stocks win. Curtis ran in 
the top four in the Tow Bandit Trailer’s 
sponsored #33 all race. David Greenslit 
was able to hold on for second as third 
place runner Chase Curtis was all over his 
bumper. “We had a good car today, I really 
want to thank all my crew, they helped me 
get here, commented (Jaret) Curtis in vic- 
tory lane. The win also gives Jaret the point 
lead over brother Chase by nine points. 
Heat wins went to Curtis and Hillary Ren- 
uad. 

The Late Model Sportsman event had 
Aaron Fellows dominate the field for the 
win. Fellows not only took his heat race 
in fashion but showed the field it was his 
race for the taken, Fellows started on the 
front row and jumped out to the lead as 
the green waved. ‘The green flag had prob- 
lems staying out and a handful of yellow 
flags plagued the start of the 25-lap event. 
Fellows was able to withstand the charge 
of Robert Hager in the Monster spon- 








Follow Us On 


www.facebook.com/ AgawamAdvertiserNews 
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sored machine. Hager was able to muster 
a charge on a couple attempts, but Fellows 
showed he had the dominate car today. 
Ryan Bell, Cole Littlewood and Justin Lit- 
tlewood rounded out the top five. Fellows 
took down the heat win to start off the day. 
Fellows now has an eight point lead over 
Hager for the points battle. 

This Saturday night (July 11), the speed- 
way will host the annual Firecracker Night 
featuring the Street Stock Battle for the 
Belt, the weekly divisions along with fire- 
works by Atlas. Advanced tickets are rec- 
ommended and available online at monad- 
nockspeedway.com. 

July 5, 2020 Results 

NHSTRA Modified Results: Ben Byrne, 
Todd Patnode, Brian Robie, Trevor Bleau, 
Cameron Houle, Solomon Brow, Anthony 
Bello, Cory Plummer, Jason Houle, Keith 
Carzello, Kevin Pittsinger, Kim Rivet, Rob 
Richardi, Jerry Gomarlo, Bryan Crunden, 
Eric LeClair, JT Cloutier, Andy Major, Brian 
Chapin, Matt Kimball, Scott Bourn, Brad 
Zahensky 

Street Stock Results: Jaret Curtis, Dave 
Greenslit, Chase Curtis, Jimmy Renfrew, 
Kyle Buck, Chris Buffone, Ed Lofland, Tim 
Wenzel, Mike Radzuik, Paul Barnard, Chris 
Riendeau, Robbie Streeter, Bryan Granger, 
Jon Porter, Eric LeBlond, Hillary Renaud, 
Troy Waterman, Chris Curtis 

Late Model Sportsman Results: Aaron 
Fellows, Robert Hagar, Ryan Bell, Cole Lit- 
tlewood, Justin Litthewood, Matt Winter, 
Scott Beck, Camdyn Curtis 

Mini Stock Results:Nathan Wenzel, Lou- 
is Maher II, Shelby Avery, Kevin Clayton, 
Ethan Marsh, Jared Roy, Tommy Silva, Gor- 
don Farnum, Kevin McKnight, Pat Houle, 
Ray King, Jeff Assselin, Jake Puchalski, Tim 
Leblanc 
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Croteau, Audrey E. 
Died July 4, 2020 
Celebration of Life to be held at later date 





Maryrose Losito Cicotte 


Maryrose Losito Cicotte was born 
March 25, 1933 in Springfield MA. She 
passed away peacefully Wednesday, June 
24th 2020. Predeceased by her 
parents Giacinto Losito and An- 
gela Teresa (Gianinni) Losito, 
both born in Italy. 

Maryrose graduated from 
Agawam High School in 1951. 
She worked as a Telephone Re- 
ceptionist, Secretary, and Office 
Manager. 

She inherited her mother's 
love of flowers. Many of the flow- 
ers in her garden were trans- 
plants from her mother’s garden 
or wildflowers found in special places. She 
enjoyed planting the flowers in her daugh- 
ters and grandchildren’ gardens. 

She is reunited in joy with her daugh- 
ter Laura Raiche and leaves behind Lauras 
husband Joseph Raiche. She also leaves 
her loving daughter Angela Sambrook and 
Angela's husband Jerry. She was very proud 
of her three granddaughters: Jennifer Cam- 


Audrey E. Croteau 


Audrey E. Croteau, 79, died July 4, 2020, 
after a brief illness surrounded by her fam- 
ily. She was born September 6, 1940, in 
Springfield, Massachusetts. 

She attended Springfield Tech- 
nical High School and then went 
on to Yale New Haven Nursing 
School in Connecticut. Audrey 
enjoyed a career as a registered 
nurse working at Baystate Medi- 
cal Center in Springfield. She lat- 
er earned her bachelor's degree at 
American International College 
while working full time and rais- 
ing her two children, Mike and 
Kathy. In 1987 she met and mar- 
ried the love of her life, Ronald 
Croteau, moved to Harwich MA, on Cape 
Cod and welcomed his three sons, Michael, 
Keith, and Danny into her family. There she 
thrived, made great friends and continued 
her career as a visiting nurse with the Cha- 
tham VNA. On the Cape she enjoyed her 
beach time at Pleasant Bay and spending 
time with Harriet and the late David Mar- 
tin, who were like a second family to her. 


Joseph Mineo 


Joseph Mineo, 62, beloved father, hus- 
band, brother and friend, died at home on 
Friday, July 3rd, 2020 surrounded by his 
loving family after a valiant battle with can- 
cer. Born to the late Joseph Jr. and Patricia 
Mineo (Santaniello) on August 20, 1957 in 
Springfield, MA, Joe spent his early years 
in Forest Park, later graduating 
from Classical High School and 
Springfield Technical Commu- 
nity College. Joe helped many 
through career training at the 
Massachusetts Career Develop- 
ment Institute and later worked 
as an Assistant Director of Grant 
Management at Futureworks. 
Joe settled in Agawam in 1988 
and advocated for the enhance- 
ment of his community through 
his involvement in athletics, 
local politics and by coach- 
ing several youth sports teams; including 
soccer, basketball and lacrosse. Joe was a 
twenty-year member of the Agawam City 
Council and a recipient of multiple awards, 
including a Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the Agawam Democratic Committee 
in recognition of his faithful service. Joe 
loved spending time, entertain, and cook 
for his family and friends. He also enjoyed 
vacationing at his lake cottage located in 
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Mineo, Joseph 
Died July 3, 2020 
Online Condolences www.forastiere.com 


purcani DePergola and husband Vinnie 
DePergola; Joella Raiche and partner Mark 
Surprenant; Sara Sambrook-Jones and 
husband Matt Jones. She was 
extremely thankful for the kind- 
ness shown by her brother Pat- 
rick Losito. Predeceased by sis- 
ters Doris Keeley, Mary Mullen, 
and Rose Montebello; brothers 
John Losito, Joseph Losito, Mi- 
chael Losito, Neno Losito, and 
Felix Losito. She also had many 
nieces and nephews. 

Her daughter and grand- 
daughters fondly remember 
many adventures throughout 
New England, including impromptu pic- 
nics, swimming, outdoor music concerts, 
walks in the woods, art museums, and rid- 
ing in the car singing along to songs. She 
considered her greatest accomplishment 
as raising her two daughters, who gave 
her three beautiful granddaughters who 
brought her so much joy. 


She leaves her children Michael Jemi- 
olo and his wife, Candace of Stamford CT, 
Kathleen Davis and her husband Maurice 
of Plymouth MA, Michael Croteau, his wife 
Judy of Honolulu HI, Keith Cro- 
teau and his wife Michelle of 
Wappingers Falls NY, and Dan- 
iel Croteau and his life partner 
Coletta Moran of Brewster, MA. 
She also leaves her six grandchil- 
dren, Jessica and Daniele Cro- 
teau, Andrea and Michael Jemi- 
olo, and Strickland and Mitchell 
Davis. They were her pride and 
joy and she loved spoiling them 
and spending time with them as 
much as possible. 

A celebration of life will be held at a later 
date at the home of Kathy and Rob Davis 
in Plymouth Massachusetts. In lieu of flow- 
ers, donations may be made in her memory 
to the American Cancer Society or to the 
Alzheimer’s Association. 

Notes of comfort may be made to her 
family at www.ccgfuneralhome.com 


Camp Wellville in Ashburnham. Joe mar- 
ried the love of his life, Anna (Capuano), in 
1981 and enjoyed thirty-seven years of mar- 
riage. Joe is survived by his wife and their 
three children whom he was very proud 
of, Carmino and wife Lauren (Surprenant) 
Mineo, Luca and wife Briana (Calabrese) 
Mineo, Joanna Emilia Mineo and 
companion Salvatore Rimauro; 
his brother Vincent and wife 
Tracy Mineo, sister-in law Maria 
Capuano, nieces Sarah Hedges, 
Patricia Mineo, Marissa Mineo 
and Nicole Mineo who prede- 
ceased him; nephews Vincent 
Mineo and Farzad Darouian 
and many cousins, family mem- 
bers and friends. Joe will always 
be fondly remembered for be- 
ing dedicated to his family and 
friends. He was generous, com- 
passionate and a true gentleman. He was 
selfless and always put everyones needs 
above his own. For those wishing, in lieu of 
flowers donations may be made to Baystate 
Hospice 83 South St #160, Ware, MA 01082. 
Colonial Forastiere Family Funeral Home, 
985 Main St., Agawam, MA 01001 was en- 
trusted with arrangements. For online 
condolences please visit www.forastiere. 
com. 
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Agawam Junior High School 
Term 4 Honor Roll 


Grade 7 

David Abramchuk, Marjan Agayev, Hana Ampelakis, 
Mariah Aponte, Landon Ashford, Vanessa Babin- 
ov, Mattias Barbour, Alyssa Beaver, Kyra Benard, 
Shayna Bennett, Meghan Berthiaume, Jolene Ber- 
tone-Gross, Lucas Blackak, Tanner Blake, Gabri- 
ella Bouchard, Lillianna Bruneau, Nathan Bushee, 
Alivia Calvanese, Sofia Calvanese, Karina Cambur, 
Autum Carmen, Vincent Catelotti, Lucy Chivers, 
Leah Chobotaru, Katelyn Cleavall, Evan Connery, 
Gabriela Cosentini, John Cote, Riley Cross, Eric 
Daris, Samantha Dean, Shane Defilipi, Tevor Del 
Barba, Anthony Depalma, Briella Desautels, Kyle 
Douglas, Abigail Drumm, Ava Elias, Alexandra 
Fillion, Nicholas Fontaine, Teagan Fullam, Emma 
Gendron, EmmaAnn Gilbert, Nadine Gilbert, Jona- 
than Gingeruha, Emily Gonzalez, Jayden Gonzalez, 
Hailey Goulet, Emma Grabiec, Mikayla Grimaldi, 
Natalie Hall, Lucille Hildreth, Marybeth Hinshaw, 
Maxwell Holloway, Margaret Ireland, Faith Jodoin, 
Corabella Johnson, Aiden Jordan, Riley Jorgensen, 
Ryan Kenny, Matthew Krause, Aleksander Kripa- 
kov, Emma LaCaresse, Kaitlyn LaFrance, Camden 
Lanier, Angelina Lavrenchuk, Vicenzo Liquori, Ava 
Machado, Justin Manekas, Brianna Manes, Kaitlyn 
Mansur, Jeremy Marcil, Noella Marsh, Alivia MckK- 
ay, Elina Michelakis, Colby Mikuszewski, Marlee 
Montagna, Bryan Moore, Grace Moriarty, Ahmiyah 
Murchison, Michael Natale, Arianna Nivar, Gabriela 
Ochoa, Isabella Oliveira, Madison Oyler, Emily Paliy, 
Angelica Panchelyuga, Joseph Parent, Hannah 
Parker, Avery Perry, Christina Ritter, Angelo Rob- 
bins, Adam Ross, Yusuf Sarhan, Lisa Schneider, 
Nazar Sereda, Michael Sibilia, Bryson Smith, Taryn 
Smyth, Isabella Spaulding, Kathryn Szabla, Joseph 
Szemela, Rian Villareal, Salvatore Vivenzio, Nikita 
Vorobey, Caleb White, Genevieve White, Konnor 
Widmer, John Yi, Anna Zhao 


Grade 8 
Hayden Alaimo, Breanna Allen, Matthew Arsenault, 
Christine Babinov, Amber Bates, Marissa Bengle, 
Shea Bennett, Eden Berry, Aden Blair, Brandon 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Cyprinids 

6. Icelandic literary works 
10. Break in half 


43. Patrick and Glover 
are two 

45. Living quarters 

46. Taxi 


W 
— 


aS 


10. Long, upholstered 


11. Capital of Okinawa 


Bourgeois, Evan Bourgeois, Jacob Boutin, Cole- 
man Bradlee, Carter Bulmer, Lilah Carr, Isabella 
Carra, Noah Carra, Alivia Carrier, Dominic Chen, 
Isabel Clarke, Elira Cobb, Matthew Collier, Camer- 
on Cote, Kaylnn Cressotti, Andrew Croteau, Ethan 
Danek, Kaila Dastigir, Frank Decaro, Theah DeGray, 
Matthew DiLullo, Hayden Dupre, Brooke Eastman, 
Tessa Ebreo, April Edmunds, Brett Eggleston, Philip 
Fini, Richard Fini, Nicholas Finley, Ava Fitzgerald, 
Isabella Fleury, William Gamble, Isabella Garcia, 
Sophia Gill, Emma Gilroy, Chloe Gionfriddo, Ryan 
Gokey, Isabel Grechka, Shaun Griffin, Dyla Gris- 
wold, Olivia Gryszowka, Samantha Gryszowka, 
Krenare Hasani, Alexis Hurley, Andrew Ichton, Rhe- 
in Ingham, Natalie Jodoin, Liam Kennedy, Milana 
Kogan, Yana Korniyenko, Angelina Kozhenevsky, 
Mark Kukharchuk, Lauren La, Steel Land, Evelina 
Lapsova, Angelina Largay, Emily Livchin, Cassidy 
Lockwood, Taylor Lopes, Jaxon Luke, Yana Lukin, 
Jacob MacDougall, Erin Mahoney, Gabriella Manes, 
Damianos Mantzios, Arianna Manzi, Elijah Matu- 
Shevsky, Quinn Miller, Amy Miolla, Talan Morello, 
Hannah Morris, Emma Murray, David Newsome, 
Ezekiel NGuessan, Daniel Nguyen, Nicholas Nguy- 
en, Emma Nicosia, Logan Nunez, Leanne Obitz, 
Lena Oliyevskaya, Alex Oyola, Paree Patel, Gianna 
Pettazzoni, Lydian Phommachanh, Michael Pla- 
kias, Thomas Plakias, McKenna Podworski, Ysabel 
Pownall, Arsa Prenigi, Maksim Radionov, Kaylee 
Randall, Nicholas Regish, Andrew Regnier, Vincent 
Rodier, Gabriel Rua, Julia Rubin, Donovan Salva, 
Drew Scherban, Joann Schmuck, Nelli Schneider, 
Dmitriy Shapovalov, Ilya Shlemanov, David Sholo- 
pa, Gavin Shlosser, Isabella Siblilia, Timothy Sinig- 
ur, Colin Smith, Garrett Smith, Nicholas Solitario, 
Nicolas Soroka, Ryan Stairs, Hunter Stark, Aramae 
Sutton, Jeffrey Szulc, Cassidy Tetreault, Trey The- 
riaque, Aiden Therrien, Shane Typrowicz, Nicholas 
Ugolini, Bianca Vasquez, Madeleine Veras, Autumn 
Vincze, Hadley Votzakis, Amy Vu, Patrick Wagoner, 
Adam Ward, Gabriella Wood, Alexis Wozniak, Julie 
Yukhimets, Emil Zhaidziak 
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35. Most excellent 
36. Heat units 
37. Possess legally 
39. Food items 


seat 


Prefecture 


14, Japanese mushroom 

15. Have offspring 

17. Not feeling well 

19. A very large body of 
water 

20. Witch 

21. Behemoth 

22. speak negatively of 

23. Absence of difficulty 

24. Pampering places 

26. Drives 

29. Truck that delivers 
beer 

31. Makes 

32. A team’s best pitcher 

34. Carvey, comedian 

35. Seas 

37. 5. American plants 

38. Time zone 

39. Deviate 

40. No longer are 

41. Moving in slowly 


47. Pancake made of 
buckwheat flour 

49. Swiss river 

90. Not happy 

93. Have surgery 

57. Formal withdrawal 

98. Give way to anxiety 

59. Greek war god 

60. 2K lbs. 

61. Word of farewell 


CLUES DOWN 

1.__ ex Machina 

2. WWII diarist Frank 

3. Concluding passage 

4, Supplement with 
difficulty 

5. Title of respect 

6. Cubic measures 

7. Remnant 

8. __ Jones 

9. Salts of acetic acid 


12. A one-time aspect of 
Egyptian sun god Ra 

13. Prefix denoting “in a” 

16. Propels upward 

18. What we are talking 
about 

22. Prosecutor 

23. Employee stock 
ownership plan 

24. He brings kids 
presents 

29. Burmese monetary 
unit 

2/. Hurries 

28. Injury remnant 

29. Tooth caregiver 

30. Elvis backup singer 
Betty Jane 


42. Skeletal structures 

43. Challenge to do 
something bold 

44, Blood type 

46. Sammy __, 
songwriter 

47. Farmer (Dutch) 

48. Clare Booth __, 
American writer 

49, Piers Anthony’s 
protagonist 

50. Malaysian coastal city 

91. Hairstyle 

92. NY-based department 
store 

53. Geosciences 
organization (abbr.) 

94. Brazilian city 


31. “The Partridge Family” 55. Niger-Congo 


actress Susan 


languages 


33. Midway between east 56. Gesture 


and southeast 
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Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


GRANTS AVAILABLE FROM pri- 
vate foundations for food, health, rent, 
mortgage, financial situations and 
disadvantaged families. Call for grant 
manual to purchase 413-210-2306. 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, 
ing, cast iron cookware. 
(413)433-2195. 


fishing gear. Old advertis- 
Call Ken 





1**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. Project 
financing available. Tim 413-563- 
2229 Lic #053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 











BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DK 
Powerwashing 


We powerwash houses, decks, 
patios. roof cleaning/ 
non-pressure wash. Removes ugly 
dark staining & moss. 

Free estimates. Fully insured, 
owner operated, 

Call (413)297-4276 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
Support oun community! 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 








WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 


FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


21 
25 oe ee 


Base Price Base Price} 2 Base Price 
$26.50 22 $27.00 3 $27.50 
28.50 26 $29.00 27 $29.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
: 


Base Price 
29. 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price | 34 Base Price 
33 $32.50 $33.00 


35 
Base Price} 39 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 28 Base Price 
29. f 





Base Price 32 Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


3. 
Base Price Base Price 
5.50 40 $36.00 





Name: Phone:— 
ACCESS; 
Town: States Zip = 
Number of Weeks:__ CX «per week rate = S$ = 
Credit Card: Ll MasterCard LI VISA LI Discover LI Cash Ll) Check# 
Card #. Exp.Date_ CVV 
Amountofcharge: Date; 


DEADLINES: 


24 Base Price 
$28.00 
$30.00 


Base Price} 36 Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 
$3 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


ocd WILLIAMSBURG 


ae 
I=S 
coe 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 















Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


Addathird ZONE 5.00 
TT Quabbin 
_] 


Subtotal 












HUBBARDSTON 


BARRE 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 





¢ WILBRAHAM 
WEST 


SPRINGFIELD 





Includes 
————____—__——_ additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


x Number of Weeks ane 


TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. | 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape design & mainte- 
nance 

Patios & walkways 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 

Docket No. HD08P1167EP1 
In the matter of: 
Joseph P. Losito 

Date of Death: 08/01/2007 
CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR ALLOWANCE OF 
ACCOUNT 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition has been filed 
by: James W Gelinas of 
Chicopee, MA request- 
ing allowance of the sec- 
ond and final account(s) as 
Trustee and any other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on 
07/31/2020. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed- 
ing. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objec- 
tion followed by an Affidavit 
of Objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return date, 


action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: July 01, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
7/09/20 Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD17P1460EA 
Estate of: 
Joanna C. Nelson 
Date of Death: 06/08/2017 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT 
A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by Shawne D 
White of West Hollywood 
CA requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree of 
Complete Settlement includ- 
ing the allowance of a final 
account and other such relief 
as may be requested in the 
Petition. 
IMPORT ANT NOTICE 
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 


Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER quality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924., 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


$SSSSSSSSS$S$ 

Get cash for as is 

unwanted autos 
e Cars/trucks 


e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 








TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that recently 

ela lame) al= me) mele la ele)e)i(erstale) aioe 

Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 





must file a written appearance 
and objection at this court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 07/31/2020. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection fol- 
lowed by an affidavit of objec- 
tions within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: June 29, 2020 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

7/09/2020 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 


How to submit 
legal notices 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 


413-283-8393, ext. 216. 


Turley Publications Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. 
Summer riding program July 6-10, July 
13-17. Gift certificates available. 860- 
874-8077 Suffield, CT endofhunt. 
com 


PART TIME RIDING INSTRUC- 
TOR wanted for leading show barn. 
Must be reliable, energetic with good 
attitude. Suffied, CT 860-874-8077 





DRIVER - CDL CLASS A PNEU- 
MATIC TANK & DUMP TRAILER. EX- 
PERIENCED ONLY. RB Enterprises 
413-583-8393 


PART TIME HORSE GROOM 
wanted for weekend mornings. Must 
be reliable, energetic with good atti- 
tude. Suffield, CT 860-874-8077. 


ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER 
- TOWN OF LUDLOW Provides 
animal control, including the joint 
management of the dog pound fa- 
cility for the Town. Duties include 
enforcement of state/local laws and 
regulations regarding animal control; 
investigate complaints regarding bark- 
ing dogs, animal bites, cruelty, leash 
law violations and removal/disposal of 
deceased wildlife. Work directly with 
Ludlow Police, DPW, Clerk’s office 
and town residents; Supervise sub- 
ordinates, prepare reports and other 
administrative duties. ACO is on call 
at all times to respond to emergencies. 


Qualified applicants must have a high 
school diploma or equivalent; valid 
driver’s license; state license for re- 
moval of nuisance wildlife; permit for 
the use of firearms; 2-3 years of ex 
perience with animal handling; must 
complete ACOAM Academy within 1 
year of hire. Must be able to effectively 
communicate with the public and local, 
state, federal agencies. 


Interested candidates should submit 
a resume, cover letter and completed 
application (see www.ludiow.ma.us 
— Vacancies /“How to Submit...” in- 
structions) by Friday, July 24, 2020 to: 
Human Resource Department, 488 
Chapin Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 or 
via email to: HR@ludlow.ma.us. No 
applications will be accepted if incom- 
plete or received after the deadline. 


CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS OF 
BELCHERTOWN, an 83 unit assist- 
ed living community, is looking for a 
team orientated full-time, opening cook 
to add to our tight knit crew. Position is 
working every weekend. Must be com- 
fortable/proficient with batch cooking, 
detail orientated, possess adequate 
knife skills and be familiar with working 
around allergies and special diets. Ab- 
solutely no late nights, with the kitchen 
closing at 6pm. The position is ideal 
for culinary students, banquet cooks, 
and people who are tired of working on 
restaurant schedules. Apply in person 
Monday — Friday 8:00 AM — 6:00 P.M. 
at 99 Front Street Belchertown, MA or 
email resume to: dproulx @ christopher- 
heights.com 

CORI required for all positions. EOE 
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Scan QR Code 














Email items to 
: aan@turley.com 


ae, 


As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 
announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information. 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





TOWN OF LUDLOW IS HIRING 
— Production/Studio Asst.-Part Time. 
Duties: Operate various audio, visual 
and production equip. in the filming 
of Town municipal mtgs & events for 
broadcast on LCTV; assist with other 
studio productions; and operate vari- 
ous office equip. 

Must have: high school diploma or 
equiv, knowledge of Windows & 
Mac operating systems, quick deci- 
sion-making ability, possess strong 
communication/organizational _ skills, 
valid driver’s license & reliable trans- 
portation. Must be able to work inde- 
pendently, carry up to 40 lbs. 

A degree in communications/media 
production, experience in public ac- 
cess TV, knowledge of TV/video pro- 
duction & techniques and Final Cut Pro 
X preferred. Subject to CORI check. 
Rate: $15.9181/hr. 

If interested submit a resume, cover 
letter and completed application (see 
website for app. - www.ludlow.ma.us) 
by July 10, 2020 to: HR@ludlow. 
ma.us or HR Dept, 488 Chapin St, 
Ludlow, MA 01056. Apps not accepted 
if incomplete or received after 7/10/20. 
Town of Ludlow is EOE/AA. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 


or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, Call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





LAND FOR SALE 


25’X110’ ROW LOT W/ 40’ water- 
front on Holland Lake. Unbuildable. 
Possible dock and swimming. $13,000 
or BO 508-868-6157 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


Buying? Selling? 
Our ed 


Classifieds 
Get Results! 
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Applause series ends 


July 9, 2020 


amid pandemic 


The Cultural Council is 
looking for donations for 
the next season 


AGAWAM - Six months of fund- 
raising by the Agawam Cultural Coun- 
cil in support of season seventeen of 
its popular Applause Series abruptly 
came to an end this spring as every- 
thing shut down due to the coronavi- 
rus pandemic. Normally, freewill do- 
nations at these “first Friday” events 
would cover any shortfall. However, 
with only “virtual” performances on 
the schedule, the opportunity to col- 
lect the $650 difference a few dollars 
at a time has been eliminated. 

Sheila of Agawam was the first to 
commit her Hamilton to the cause. 
The Council is now challenging 64 
like-minded members of the commu- 
nity to help raise the amount needed 
to fully fund the upcoming season 
— in $10 increments - though larg- 
er amounts are certainly welcome! 
Whatever amount you can provide 
will be gratefully appreciated. 

Please make your check out to the 
Agawam Cultural Council and send to 
Agawam Cultural Council, Agawam 
Town Hall, 36 Main Street, Agawam, 
MA 01001. Make sure to include an 





email so that we may acknowledge 
your contribution. 

Since 2004, the Applause Series has 
hosted more than 130+ musicians, 
artists, authors, actors, photogra- 
phers, children’s productions, histori- 
ans, and others at Friday evening pre- 
sentations that outgrew the Agawam 
Public Library, prompting a move to 
larger quarters at the Agawam Senior 
Center in order to accommodate its 
growing audience. 

The seventeenth season of the 
Applause Series, consisting of twelve 
events, begins Friday, September 
4, 2020 and will end Friday, June 4, 
2021. All events will be broadcast on 
Agawam Comcast Channel 15 and 
streamed on www.agawammedia.tv 
until public performances can be held 
safely. More information can be found 
at www.agawamcc.org. 

The Agawam Cultural Council is 
an all-volunteer local partner of the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency, and is funded, in part, 
by the MCC. The ACC is charged with 
bringing engaging, entertaining, and 
educational events and opportunities 
in the arts, humanities, and sciences, 
to children and adults from Agawam 
and the surrounding communities. 
There is no charge to join or to serve 


Handler, Levesque, & Snow with guest flutist Virginia Church 


in the Council. Ken Lelen 


Follow Us On 


www.facebook.com/ AgawamAdvertiserNews 


Vocalist & Vintage Guitarist 
coz 





Too Human Gora 


Rising Tide 


agawam cultural council 





The Applause Series’ a longtime series put on by the Agawam Cultural Council, was abruptly ended due to lack of fund- 
ing during the coronavirus pandemic. SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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Spend less. | 
Live more. | 


At Westheld Bank, our checking accounts 
help you manage your money and save 
more of it. And with convenient services 
like mobile banking, mobile wallet, and 
Zelle®, you can spend more time doing 
what you love. 


= WB Portfolio Checking 

m= WB Performance Checking 
= WB Signature Checking 

m= WB Free Checking 

m= WB 16-25 Checking 


To see which checking account fits you 
best, visit westhieldbank.com/checking 
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